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National Fund for Environmental 
Protection and Water Management

and its role in LIFE Programme
implementation in Poland
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The National Fund for Environmental 
Protection and Water Management
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over 31 years of experience in financing projects for environmental 

protection, appointed during the period of political changes in 1989

worldwide unique pillar of the system of financing environmental 

protection in Poland

current level of financing environmental protection is approx. over 6 bln

PLN annually, 59% from the EU funds and 41% from the national funds 

leader in the implementation of the European funds and foreign 

mechanisms of financing environmental protection in Poland since 1996 

Mission

Effective and efficient support of
environmental activities and 
transformation towards a low-
carbon economy, with particular 
reference to activities aimed at 
the absorption of foreign funds 
operated by the National Fund.



Priorities in the activities of the National Fund

Adaptation to 
the climate

change

Improving air
quality

Improvement of 
water and 

sewage 
management

Transition to a 
circular economy, 
including waste 

management

Activities for the 
protection of 

nature

Transformation 
towards 

a low-carbon 
economy



Forms
of financing

 Grants

 Preferential loans

 Redemptions

 Partial repayments of bank loans

 Additional payments to the interest on bank loans

 Capital investments



Main
beneficiaries

 Local government units 

 Enterprises

 State budgetary units

 Higher education institutions

 Non-governmental organizations (NGOs)

 State administration 

 Individuals
Legal status which allows entering into a civil law contract.



Sources of the NFEP&WM’s income

Environmental
fees

Maintenance and 
concession fees

Product feesSubstitute fees

Subsidies from 
the State budget 

and other 
subsidies

Other financial 
income and 

operating income

Funds from the 
sale of 

greenhouse gas 
emission 

allowances

Fees and 
penalties for 

using the 
environment

Other 
environmental 

fees and penalties

Fees for 
wastewater
discharging

Interest on  bank 
deposits

Vindictive
damagesInterest on 

granted loans



Financing environmental protection and water management since
1989 – signed contracts from own funds

Revenues from fees 
and penalties
35.1 bln PLN 

Value of signed contracts
61.0 bln PLN

Total value of 
co-financed investments

176.7 bln PLN



5th September 2008

NFEPWM takes a role of:

- National Co-financing Intitution for LIFE projects
- National Contact Point (NCP) for LIFE+

The very beginning of LIFE



Financial Instrument LIFE+ (2007 – 2013 perspective)

№ of 
projects

Thematic scope Total cost [PLN]
Co-financing of 

the EC [PLN]

Co-financing of 
the NFEPWM [PLN]

38 Nature and biodiversity 429 686 755 242 695 887 179 263 322
18 Environmental protection and resource management 121 284 857 59 211 277 49 941 763
10 Environmental management and information 67 545 757 35 150 014 29 937 379
66 618 517 369 337 057 178 259 142 464 

LIFE in Poland



LIFE14 CAP/PL/000011

LIFE14 CAP/PL/000011 
Capacity Building of LIFE NCP in Poland

PROJECT LOCATION:   POLAND

INFO: BUDGET

Total amount: 827 207 euro

Requested EC funding: 592 933 euro

Coordinating Beneficiary: National Fund for Environmental
Protection and Water Management

DURATION: Start: 01/01/2016 - End: 31/12/2019



A1 – IT equipment for NCP

A2 – Building cooperation with international bodies

A3 – English language courses

A4 – Substantive cources for NCP

A5 - Consulting LIFE proposals

A – implemantation actions 

LIFE14 CAP/PL/000011



B1 – Quality and amount of proposals monitoring submited to  European
Commision

B2  - Monitoring  of dissemination of information about LIFE Programme

B – monitoring of the impact of the project actions 

LIFE14 CAP/PL/000011



C1 – Disseminating of information about LIFE Programme including translations of EC documents

C2 – The Information Day – the new formula

C3 – Exchange information with external bodies and taking part in confereces

C4 – Webside / mail contact list

C5 – Publication of information materials

C6 – Info tools /spot, set of presentations,roll-up/

C7 – Conference and promotional materials 

C8 – Sponsored articles

C9 – Interactive e-learning courses / e-earning platform

C10– Courses dedicated for each LIFE sub-programme

C – Actions for communication and for dissemination

LIFE14 CAP/PL/000011



D1 – Management of project implementation

D2 – Report system

D3 – Monitoring actions

D – Project management monitoring of project progress 

LIFE14 CAP/PL/000011



2014-2015 calls

11 Polish LIFE projects

LIFE14 CAP/PL/000011



2016-2019 calls

15 Polish LIFE projects

LIFE14 CAP/PL/000011



Financial Instrument LIFE+ (2007 – 2013 perspective)
№ of 

projects
Thematic scope Total cost [PLN]

Co-financing of 
the EC [PLN]

Co-financing of 
the NFEPWM [PLN]

38 Nature and biodiversity 429 686 755 242 695 887 179 263 322
18 Environmental protection and resource management 121 284 857 59 211 277 49 941 763
10 Environmental management and information 67 545 757 35 150 014 29 937 379
66 618 517 369 337 057 178 259 142 464 

LIFE Program (2014 – 2019 calls)
10 Nature and biodiversity 133 014 880 78 605 872 39 936 275 

5 Environmental protection and resource efficiency 34 674 933 19 963 563 8 838 918

5 Environmental management and information 18 449 423 10 893 121 5 747 305
4 Climate change adaptation 38 525 720 19 736 919 10 574 172 
3 Climate change mitigation 21 450 010 11 837 194 6 327 870 
3 Climate management and information 17 728 454 10 696 278 5 072 770
4 Integrated projects 295 335 042 176 790 578 89 287 391

34 559 178 461 328 523 525 165 784 701 

100 1 177 695 830 665 580 703 424 927 165

LIFE in Poland



LIFE 2014-2019 – reasons for lower success

• Weird approach to allocations in MAWP 2014-2017 (additional discuraging
effect)

• No national allocations since 2018

• NFEP internal problems

• Higher budgets of LIFE projects (especially NAT)

• Lower NFEP co- financing rates
• …



European
Commission

SUBSIDY 60% of eligible costs

NFEPWM SUBSIDY 35% of eligible costs

NFEPWM LOAN for own contribution

NFEPWM LOAN to ensure financial liquidity

NFEPWM
LIFE Incubator – flat rate for project and 
application preparation

Co-financing of LIFE projects











• increasing the
competitiveness of 
Polish applications for 
the LIFE Programme

• building competences 
for the proper 
preparation and 
management of projects

• increasing interest of 
potential applicants in 
the LIFE Programme

• increasing the 
acquisition and use 
of funds from the 
LIFE Programme

LIFE application Incubator

Financing the preparation of draft 
LIFE applications 
to the European Commission 
- up to 80,000 PLN, 
but not more than 0.6% 
of the value of eligible 
costs approved by 
the EC

Non-returnable grant
paid in 4 or 5 
installments after reaching certain
stages of preparing the application to 
the EC

LIFE support

• substantive support of 
NFEPWM specialists
in the preparation of
projects and applications
to the EU (telephone, 
e-mail and personal)

• training• workshops

• webinars for potential applicants

Find your partner 
for LIFE

Platform for 
matching entities
willing to collaborate
on LIFE projects, in 
particular to 
increase the 
European added
value of the project



NFEP&WM activities as NCP

Routine co-operation with potential LIFE support:

 e-mail box

 phone calls

 face to face online consultations

LIFE webinars

Translating and printing chosen LIFE publications

Social media & LIFE NCP website
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Thank you
for your attention
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